Discovery in the Faith:
A Study of Basic Christianity

What is the Bible?
Who is God?
Who is Jesus?
Who is the Holy Spirit?
What is the Trinity?
What is a Christian?
What is the Church?

How Can I Discover and Use My Spiritiual Gifts?

by Pastor Mark Blair
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Question 1: What is the Bible?

How does God make Himself known to the world? by
def. "to uncover” or “disclose”

God is Self-Revealing
1 Corinthians 2.11
There are 2 kinds of Revelation:
to all people to chosen people
which are seen through:
Psalm 19.1, Acts 14.17, Romans 1.20 John 1.18, 14.9, Hebrews 1.3
Eccleisastes 3.11, Romans 2.14-16 Psalms 19.7-10 & 119, 2 Timothy 3.14-17
As Christians we follow who is revealed in the
Sources of Guidance: Emphasized by these “Christians”:
what others say the Church interprets the Bible
what “T" say “I" interpret the Bible
what God says ‘ the Bible interprets itself

Scripture is self-interpreting



What is the Bible?

books yet book
2 Peter 3.15,16, Revelation 22.18,19

About forty different authors yet one author
1 Thessalonians 2.13, 2 Peter 1.20-21

Two parts and
Ephesians 2.20, Hebrews 8.7,13, 2 Peter 32

What the Bible says: It is a message about God

Deuteronoimmy 6.4, John 20.30,31
what we are to Believe
Doctrine

Romans 1.16,17, Galatians 1.6-10

how we are fo Behave
1 Corinthians 10.11, 2 Timothy 3.16,17 Duty

What the Bible does:

Psalm 119.9,105, Matthew 7.24-27, Jobn 17.17, Romans 15.4

Rompans 10.5-11, 2 Peter 1.4, Revelation 1.3

"And we also thank God continually because, when. you received
the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the
word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God,
which is at work in you who believe."

1 Thessalonians 2.13
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Question 2: Who is God?

in answer to this question we will consider:

What God is Like and What God Does

What God is Like
The Greatness of God His Unique Qualities

God is

John 1.18, 4.24, Acts 17.24, 1 Timothy 1.17, 6.15-16
No Body No Limitations No |dolatry
God is with a

Exodus 3.14, 20.7, Psalm 20.7,9

Not an Object or Force, we enter into a Reciprocal Relationship

God is '
Exodus 3.14, Jereriah 10.10, John 5.26 1 Thessal 1.9 Hebrews 11.6

"He was, and is, and ever will be"

God is (Unlimitable)

1. In terms of Space
Psalm 139.7-12, Jeremiah 23.23,24, Acts 17.24,25

2. In terms of Time
Psalm 90.1,2, Isaiah 44.6, Ephesians 3.21, Jude 25

3. In terms of Knowledge,
Psalm 147.5, Proverbs 15.3, Matthew 10.29, Romans 11.33, Hebrews 4.13

4. In terms of Power
Genesis 17.1, 18.10-14, Jeremiah 32.17, Matthew 19.26

God is '
Numbers 23.19, Psalm 33.11, 102.26-27, Malachi 3.6, James 1.17
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The Goodness of God His Moral Qualities
God is
Exodus 15.11, Leviticus 19.2, Isaiah 6.1-4, Matthew 5.48, Revelation 15.4
He is our Standard for Moral Character

Holiness is both and
"set apart from sin for God”
God is and

Genesis 18.25, Deuteronomy 7.9,10, Jeremish 9.24, Romans 2.21-26
He acts in conformity with His character He can be fully trusted
His Salvation is Just and Right

God is and
Jeremiah 10.10, Jobm 17.3, 1 John 520, 1 Thessalonians 5.24, 2 Timothy 2.13

In both what He says and what He does

Godis
Deuteronomy 7.7,8, Psalm 103.13, 1John 4.10, Titus 3.4-7, 2 Peter 3.9

Benevolence Grace Mercy Persistence

What God Does
Godis
Genesis 1.1, Isaiah 43.6,7, John 1.3, Revelation 4.11
Out of Nothing For His own Glory Seen and Unseen
God is
Nehemiah 9.6, Psalm 36.6, Matthew 5.45, Acts 14.17, Colossians 1.17
Preserves Guides Directs
God is
Matthew 12.36, .2 Corinthians 5.10, Hebrews 9.27, Revelation 20.11-15
Living and Dead Believer and Unbeliever  Etemal Destiny
Godis

Exodus 6.6, Job 19.25, Psalm 2522, Galatians 4.5, Titus 2.14
Redemption - to seta prisoner free through the payment of a price
Old Testament - israel through Red Sea /| New Testament - Church by Christ
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Question 3: Who is Jesus?

n answer to this question we will consider the:
Person, Work, and Offices of Christ

His Jesus, and His are many
Matthew 1.2, 23,25, John 11.27, Acts 2.36, 4.12, Revelation 19.12-16

Who Christ Is - The Person of Christ

Fully
Matthew 13.55, Mark 3.20,21 1 Timothy 2.5, 1 John 4.2

Fully
Jobhn 1.1,14, 5.18, Romans 9.5, Colossians 1.15, 2.9

Jesus is both

What Christ has Done- The Work of Christ

Past
God

John 1.18, 14.9, Hebrews 1.3

man

Mark 10.45, Galatians 3.13,14

Present

Acts 7.56, Romans 8.34, Hebrews 7.25

Hebrews 9.24, 1 John 2.1 Ephesians 3.20, Philippians 4.13

Matthew 28.18 1 Corinthians 15.24-28 Ephesians 1.20-22

from in our
Colossians 1.18, Hebrews 1.3.8 Romans 10.9, Colossians 2.6,7
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Future

He will His people
Matthew 25.34, John 14.3, 1 Thessalonians 1.10

He will the World
Matthew 25.41, 2 Thessalonians 1.8,9, Revelation 19.11-21

What Christ Does - The Offices of Christ

Christ is our
Deuteronomy 18.15, Hebrews 1.1,2

Because we are and need a
Christ is our
Psalm 110.4, Hebrews 8.1,2

Because we are and need a
Christ is our

Psalm 2.6-9, Revelation 19.6

Because we are . and need a




JESUS IS JEHOVATH:®

OF JEHOVAI

MUTUAL TITLE OR ACT

Isaiah 40.28
Isaiah 45:22; 43:11
1 Samuel 26

Joel 3:12

Isaiah 60:19-20
Exodus 3:14
Psalm 23:1

Isa. 42:8; cf. 48:11
Isajah 41:4; 44:6
Hosea 13:14

Isaiah 62:5
(& Hosea 2:16)

Psalm 18:2
Jeremiah 31:34
Psalm 148:2
Througheut O.T.
Psalm 148:5

Isatah 45:23

Creator
Savior
Raise dead

Judge

Light

I AM
Shepherd
Glory of God
First and Last
Redeemer

Bridegroom-

Rock

Forgiver of sins
Worshiped by angels
Addressed in prayer
Creator of angels

Confessed as Lord

OF JESUS

John 1:3
John 4:42
John 5:21

John 5:27,
cf. Matt. 25:31

John 8:12

John &:38, cf. 18:5,6
John 10:11

John 17:1,5
Revefation 1:17; 2.8
Revelation 5:9

Revelation 21:2,
cf. Matt. 25:11ff

I Corinthians 10:4
Mark 2:7,10
Hebrews 1:6

Acts 7:59
Colossians 1:16

Philippians 2:11

' Norman Geisler, Christ: The Theme of the Bible, Moody Press, 1969, ed., p. 48
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Question 4: Who is the Holy Spirit?

Our study will focus on these two areas:
Who 1is the spirit? what does the Spirit do?

Who 1s the Spirit?

Heis a , hot just a ora
The Bible refers to as and not as

The Bible d%sctibezlémse Spirit with many personal qualities:
o spe
Revelation 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

Acts 13:2  the Holy Spirit said,
"Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

He prays
Romans 8:26  the Spirit himself intercedes for us

He leads
Romans 8:14  those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

He testifies
John 15:26  “"the Spirit of truth... he will testify about me.

He commands
Acts 16:6  having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word

' He guides
John 16:13 when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.

He appoints
Acts 20:28  the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.

He can be lied to
Acts 5:3 you have lied to the Holy Spirit

He can be insulted
Hebrews 10:29 who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

He can be spoken evil of
Matthew 12:31 blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.

He can be made sad
Ephesians 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God

These and are characteristic of a person
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Being a Person is not the same as being - Heis

He is etemal
Hebrews 9:14 the eternal Spirit

He is all powerful (Omnipotent)
Luke 1:35 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
He is present everywhere (Omnipresent)
Psalms 139:7
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?

" He knows everything (Omniscient)
1 Corinthians 2:10 The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

He is the Creator
Genesis 12 the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

He is called God
Acts 5:3,4 Peter said, "Ananias...
you have lied to the Holy Spirit...You have not lied to men but to God.”
2 Corinthians 3:18  the Lord, who is the Spirit.
What dores the Spirit do?

He comes to reveal

The Spirit brings the of Jesus
Jesus promised to always be with His people:

Matthew 18:20
Forwhctetwoorthreeoometogethcrinmyname,ﬂmcamlwilhthem.‘

Jokm 14:18 I will not lcave you as orphans; I will come to you.
Matthcw 28:20 I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
The Presence of is the of Jesus

Acts 16:7 the Spirit of Jesus

Romans 8:9 You...are controlled...by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.
AndifmyonedoesnothavetheSpiﬂtofChﬁst,hedoesnotbclongtoChrist

Galatians 4:6  God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts



page 9 _
Philippians 1:19 the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ

1 Peter 1:11 theSpiritofChristinthem

The Spirit brings the of Jesus
The Book of is considered Book of Power - God's Power

Acts 11 Luke's Gospel was what Jesus to do
Luke's Acts is what Jesus to do

"The Acts of the Risen Jesus, done in the power of the Holy Spirtt,
through the Church which is founded and led by the 3

Acts 1:8  But you will receive powet when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and
you will be my witnesses

The power of the . is the power of ~My witnesses”

2 Corinthians 12:9  Christ's power may rest on me.
2 Timothy 1:7 ForGoddidnotgiveusaspiritofﬁmidity,b\naspiritofpower

When the Aposties preached in the power of the
the topic of their message was

Acts 2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life

Acts 2:36 Godhasmadeﬂﬁslwus,whomyoucmciﬁed,boml,otdandChrisL
Acts 2:38 Repemandbcbapized,cvetyoneofyou,inﬂmnameoﬂesusChﬁst
for the forgiveness of your sins. And youwillreccivcthc gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 3:6 InﬂlenameoflwusChristofNazareth,walk.

Acts 4:8,10,12  Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: It is by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you cnlciﬁedlnltwhom(}odraisedfmmﬂledead,
that this man stands before you healed....Salvation is found in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven giventomenbywhich we must be saved.

Three Points of Clarification
1) The Power of the Spirit is by Jesus not by Us
John 14:13  I'will do whatever you ask in my name
The of Jesus reflects His
2) The Spirit's Power. and us to for the Lord

Philippians 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
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"Letgo and let God™ is a ldea
It wrongly implies that God does and we do
3) The Power of the Spiritin Us is a not yet

1 John 1:8
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Titus 2:11,12 the grace of God...teaches us to say "No” to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age

1 Corinth 10:13 No temptation has scized you except what is common to man. And
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when
you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.

The Spirit brings the of Jesus

John 15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

John 16:13-15  the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth... He
will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.

1 Corinth 2:2,4 1 resolved to know.. Jesus Christ and him crucified...My message
and my preaching were...a demonstration of the Spirit's power,

The Spiritandthe _________ arethe of our Faith
It is by the Spirit that the Bible was
2 Peter 1:21 men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
it is through the Spirit that the Bible is
1 Corinthians 2:11-12 no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
{12} We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
that we may understand what God has freely given us.

To be Filled with the you must be Full of the
{13} This is what we speak, not in words tanght us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. {14} The man
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for

they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned.




page 11
Question 5: What is the Trinity?
Tri - Unity "one in three” : A Biblical Concept - Not a Biblical Ward
“try to explain it and you'll lose you mind, try to ignore it and you'll lose your soul”

Old Testament Anticipation

of the two Testaments It is said,
*the New is in the Oid , the Old is in the New "

Scripure recordsa from Monotheism not a toit
Deteronomy 32.18 lsaiah 51.1,1 Jeremiah 2.5-8 6.16 Ezekiel 16

Divine Plural - the Royal - meaning is
Genesis 1.26,3,22, 11.7, 18 1Kings23.19 Psalm 89.5-8, 103.20,21  Isaiah 6.8

of the Lord Genesis 16.7,13, Exodus 3.2,6, Judges 2..1,6.12-24, 13.3,6,18,22

of the Lord Psalm 29.3 4, 33.6, Isaish 55.11, Jeremiah 23.29

of God Job 33.4 1 Sam 10.6,10 Psalm 139.7 Isaiah 42.1

of God Proverbs 3.19, 3.22-31 Jeremiah 10.12, 51.15

of the Lord  Leviticus 24.11 Numbers 6.22-27 Proverbs 18.10 Isaiah 30.27

of the Lord Exodus 24.15-18 40.34,35 Isaiah 40.4,5 Ezekiel 1.28

In the Oid Testament - something and
about the God is Revealed

We must beware of “reading into" an Testament
texta_ "~ Testament Doctrine - this ignores the _ Meaning

These Old Testament texts foreshadow the of the Trinity
The Unavoidable Conclusion

There is God Deuteronomy 6.4, Isaish 44.8, 1 Timothy 2.5
The is God - 1 Corinthians 8.6

The is God - John1.1,14 5.18
The iIsGod - Acts534

Father, Son, and Spirit all to Eachother
Matthew 28.19 Luke 3.22 John 1426, 1526, 16.15 2 Corinthians 13.14
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Jesus aroused the of the Jews by that God is One
and in the Oneness - John 10.29-32

" One God in Three Persons
These truths ___the concept of Trinity on the Church

New Testament the doctrine without or full
God the , Revealed in , Present in the

God is

God never - Trinity emerges by

Change is not in but in our of Him
Numbers 23.19, Malachi 3.6, James 1.17

Godis _ - One in Essence
of Deity is in each of the Trinity

Father, Son, and Spirit are each God - Remaining
Exodas 3.14, John 8.58, Hebrews 13.3

God is
God is both and
is not to God the Son

1 Kings 8.27, Psalm 90.2, Jeremiah 23.23,24
Subondination

not three substances
not three gods One

not three forms of God
not three parts to God Modalism Equality gods

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are co-equal and co-ctemnally God
The Father is the of Salvation
Deaterononry 7.6-8, Jobn 1.13, Romans 8.28, 9.14-18, Ephesians 1.3-5, James 11?7

The Son is the of Salvation
Luke 19.10, Jobn 637-40, Acts 20.28, Epheisans 1.7, Hobrews 9.14, 10.10

The Spirit is the of Salvation
Ephesians 1.13,14, 2 Thessalonians 2.13, Titns 3.4-6, 1 Peter 1.2
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Teaching the Trinity
We need to be faithful in our efforts - This is who God is - Only True God
Unity is not a Unit
Genesis 2.24 "one flesh” 11.6 "one people” Jobn 17.22,23 "one even as we are one”
1 Cor 3.6-8 "he who plants & he who waters are one” 12.13 “baptized into one body*

Tustrations - show triplicity in unity in other areas of life
so Trinity is not but SR

- light, heat, raidance

- various jets of water

- root, stem, leaf

- mind, will, emotions

- liquid, ice, steam

- husband, father, brother
Cantion must be exercised in using illustrations:

No | Example can adequately express an God
B comparisons may - our Triune God
Cannot Trinity - It is understood by | through |

Aﬂerwﬁﬁngmmydlagemmﬂ:eTrhﬁty,SLAugmﬁnedoscdhisteachingbysaﬁng:
“We use these terms, not that we may express it, but that it
may not remain altogether unexpressed.”

S 5 The Thirty Nine Articles (1563) - Article 1

¢ is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts or passions;
of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker and Preserver of all things
both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there are three Persons, of
one substance, power, and eternity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”

Westminster Confession of Faith (1646) - Chapter 2, Section 3
“In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and
eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of
none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternaily begotten of the Father;
and the Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father and the Son.”
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The Trinity is Best Understood through Personal Experience

1. To Know God the Father
as Creator of all things - Ephesians 3.14,15
as Sustainer, giver of all good gifts - James 1.17
as Lawgiver and Judge - Psalms 51, 103.8-13, Isaiah 1.18
as Father of Jesus - Ephesians 1.3
as our own Heavenly Father - Luke 11.10-13

2. To Know God the Son
as Only Begotten of the Father - John 1.18, 20.30,31
as Prophet, himsclf God's Full and Final Word - John 1.14,18 Hebrows 1.1-3
as Pn&st, and once for all Sacrifice - Hebrews 9.28, 10.14
as King, Lord of all our Life - Acts 10.36

as Everything - Philippians 1.21, 3.8-11

3. To Know God the Holy Spirit
in Conviction of sin, so we might repent - John 16.8-11
in New Life, so we might be born again - John 3.3,5
as Guide into all truth - John 14.26, 15.26, 16.13-14
as Intercessor on our behalf - Romans 8.26
as Resurrection for all eternity - Romans 3.11
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Question 6: What is a Christian?

We will seek to answer this question by considering
Our Creation, Our Salvation, and Our Decision

Our Creation

People were made God - Our

Genesis 2.7,21-21-23, Psalm 139.13-16, Ecclesiastes 3.19,20

People were made God - Our

Genesis 1.26, Psalm 8.4-9, Ephesians 4.24, Colossians 3.10

People were made God - Our
Genesis 2.5, Psalm 150.6, Ecclesiastes 12.7

People have moved God - Our
Genesis 3.8, Isaiah 592, Romans 3.10-18

Our Salvationi
Past

Saved from the of sin -

 Romans 325,26, 2 Corinthians 5.21, 1 John 2.2

.(Dws.znf

Saved from the - of sin -

Romans 6, 2 Corinthians 6.14-7.2, 1 Thessalonians 5.23,24

Suture

Saved from the of sin -

Romans 8.18-25,29,30, 1 Corinthians 1.8,9, Revelation 14.1-5
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Our Decision

What we have done and failed to do
~1 have sinned in thought, word, and deed”
Psalm 51.5, Job 14.4, Jobhn 3.6

What we cannot do
1 need God's forgiveness - I cannot please Him”
Isaiah 64.6, Jolm 15.5, Ephesians 2.8,9

What God has done
“Jesus died to pay the penalty of my sins”
Isaiah 53.4-6, Mark 10.45, 1Peter 3.18

What God continues to do
*Jesus rose, and now lives as my King”
Romans 4.25, 1 Timothy 3.16, Revelation 1.5-8

A Life of Repentance
"Jesus you are my loving Savior”
Acts 3.19, 1 Thessalonians 1.9,10, Titus 2.11-14

A Life of Faith
”Jesus you are my powerful Lord”

2 Corinthians 514-17, Philippians 2.12,13,4.13
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Question 7: What is the Church?

A book to lead people to the | book
2 Corinthians 3.3, Ephesians 3.8-10 John 17.17, 2 Timothy 3.16
so they would come to know the book.

Jolm 1.1,14, Revelation 19.13
Defined:
English word "church” (Greek “kurike”)

Hawaiian word "ekalesia” (Greek "ekklesia®)

Word used Four Ways

Ephesians 1.22,3.10 Romans 16.1, 1 Cor 1.2 1 Cor 11.18, 14.19 Rom 16.5, 1 Cor 16.19

Called God:

Hosea 11.1, 1 Corinthians 1.2, 3.5-9

Called God:

Mark 3.13-15, 1 Corinfhians 1.9, 1 Peter 1.23, 2.4

Called God:

Acts 2.4247, 1 Corinthians 10.4, Galatians 3.29, Hebrews 10.25

Called God:
Philippians 2.15,16, 1 Thessalonians 1.7-9, 1 Peter 2.11
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Founded on
Matthew 16.13-21, Acts4.11, 12,1Connt]:uam3 11, 1 Peter 2.4-6

Empowered by
John 14.16-17, Acts 1.8,2.42. 44, 2Cormth|ans3 18

Including all
1 Coxinthians 12.13, 2 Corinthians 5.18, Galanans3.28 Ephesians 2.14

Unity not Uniformity

Why Become a Church Member?

Commitment to the
Matthew 18.20, 1 Corinthians 12.13, Epbesians 1.22,23, 1 Peter 2.4,5

Commitment to the
Acts 20.20,24,25.27,32, 1 Corinihians 14.26-40, 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5

Commitment to the
1 Carinthians 12.12-27, 16.1,2, Galatians 6.1-10, Hebrews 102425

Attending  Serving Giving Following
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Question 8: How Can | Discover and Use My Spiritiual Gifts?

It is a matter of God joining

Psalm 37.4, Nehemiah 8.10, 2 Corinth 2.12-14

Your Own

1 Corinthians 12.12-31, 1 Peter 4.10,11
with

Your Church’s

Romans 1.11,12, Philippians 4.14-16, Revel 2 & 3

This process is guided by:

Psaim 119.105, Jobn 17.17, 2 Timothy 3.17

Romans 12.9-12, 2 Timothy 1.3-7, James 1.5-7

Titus 2.15, Hebrews 13.7,17,24, 1 Peter 5.5,6

Acts 15.37.38, 1 Timothy 3.6, 2 Timothy 4.11,2 Peter 1.5-11

1 Corinthians 16.8,9, 2 Timothy 4.10,14, 1 Peter 5.8.9
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"What the Gifts Are: An Open Ended Approach”

cited from Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 7,12-14, Ephesians 3,4 and 1 Peter 4

1. Prophecy 13. Tongues

2. Service 14. Interpretation of Tongues
3. Teaching 15. Missionary

4. Exhortation 16. Helps

5. Giving 17. Administration

6. Leadership 18. Evangelist

7. Mercy 19. Pastor

8. Wisdom 20. Celibacy

9. Knowledge 21. Voluntary Poverty
10. Faith 22. Martyrdem

11. Healing 23. Hospitality

12. Miracles 24. Discernment

from "Your Spiritual Gifts" by C. Peter Wagner, Regal Books: Ventura, California, 1979



